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1, childhood as the second son of a peasant 

■ ■ n ’ ; ‘ 

2, My parent 8 J influence 

3. Pursued my studies working as a teacher 

4. Nine yeti's in government' eerrice 
i>.r^vvw.Th8.:itiffle»of^itheve8tabli8hmentv;Q^^ 

6, Two benefactors* ]^. Tomii and Mr. Kato ^ / / 

^ r. . . 

7,. Detained as an unconvicted farisoner at the Tchigaya Prison 
■ 8. - Failed in taking over "Mitsukoshi" 

9.‘ A scHamhle fora subway company % 

10. Forced a post of the Transportation Minister by TOJO 



just as ? am Strangely nicknamed •'Gdto Keita" (^£s is not Goto but 
gSto which means burglar)., I have lived for business,, and busines^hae 
made ine alive. Accordingly my personal history up to th« present v^eii, 

I am 74 years old may not have any humanly tender smell iu it, but from 
now I will tell the outline of my life at your request. 

in April 18, 1882, I was bom in a s m all fanning village named Aoki- 
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mura in Ggata Diatrict of Nagsuio Prefecture as the seioond son of a poor 
peasant named K0BAIA3HI Klkuamon.. % elder brother was a ver 7 4ulet man 
and succeeded to my father? s farming ocoupetioh. Later he became a •vil- 
lage, headnmh and a member of the Nagano Prefectural Asse and closed 
,hla medlbdre life^in a backvpod village. ';!^i|oveveri ais is usually the case . 
with the worl^y seoond sons/ I was alsp S; ‘'rough boy and used to put sb- 
ribblinge on the Wall of a precious Village shrine or ‘'gave a vital wound 
to one of my friends of the sane age. 

It was in '18$9 Adien I Entered an elementary school of the village , 
a^ V^eh Wb bdWSe"1c)f 

.tJrasato Elementary School of a nflgh^ring villagejiand graduaiting from 
l^he higher elementary course of the school | I entered tte iUdil^Dd^e 
'4iMdle School. Iftiile 1 was attending the Urasa^ Elementary,, School,, the V 
Japan-China War took place, and eVen^ the children of such a backwood vil- 
lage were also excited at the^onfused»news of the war. " 

Although my father was a poor psasent as I alread])^ mentioned, 

Kousehold Whs the richest amoiig ebhprt>abnl^ one thouSns^oiueholds inS&'? 
small. village. However, the actual cash InoMne wjas cabout four or five 
hundred yenthn a month. Accordingly, there rj0n^ned only^ f^^ to fifty 
yen after 'aedudting tak and l&fing expenses. >lhat is more, ny father 
meddled iiith the silk-reeling industry and failed. Accordingly there, 
was very litfld room' Ih the living expense of my house, and I was to 
work after graduating’ from an -elementary school, . but I was so eager for 
study in upper schools that my father let me enter the Ueda Middle School 
specially. 
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I, had to go a distance of about r'-ven miles from my house to school 
in mountain paths, but I attends, d the school <^ery day rain or snow. Hpw> 



ever, my unyielding spirit and the circumstances tijiat I could enter a 
middle, school in spite of difficult livingv never made me absent from ' 
school* 

: ;;At that tibivsi'^here vas only one prefecturar school in Nagano Pre- 
fecture, and it vas the Matsumoto Middle School, but there were four 
branch schools in Nagano, Ueda, Suva, and lida. Students could attend 

' . . . •' ' ■'3 • 

: "¥hese' branch schools until the third year -class. Accordingly, finished 
. sthe.v.third.y^,-olass. pfvther^^^^ 

of 1^ in 1^3^ I attei^ed the Matsimioto Middle School from an acpuain- 
tance's residence in Matsumoto and finished the course , of the fourth 



and fifth year plasses. 

Graduating from a middle, school, I wanted to advance into a high 

school, but considering the economic condition of my .l_,pould not 

afek father to let me go, a hi^ school. Then, through the introduc- 

A 

A • . ’ 

tion of my respected teacher, Mr. KOBAIaSHI Kaojirp, I became an assis- 
tant teadier of the Aokl Elei^nta^ School of my native place; To be- 
come a teacher pf a school was a great and sole purpose for the sons of 
ptaiaytis 

poor ratheFB at that time. However,' my ejqjerienoe of a middle sohod 
life enlarged my^social view and also made me eager for stjtdying 'ih a 
higher school. Accordingly, working as an assistant teacher, I tried 
to save money in preparation for a chance to enter a high school. 



I'ly father's' name was Kikuemon And mother's name Was Sue. Ihey had 
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no special educational background., and especially my mptber could neither 
read nor write, but she had the most excellent power of memory in the 
village. Her child-training wks also very strict. AccordinglyiiBy^ pa- 
rents’ influence is quite unforgettable for me aS long as I. live, and 
it is not an exaggeration to say that I owe to my parents' for what. I am 
today. " : ' . ' : ■ 

My father was^ earnest devotee of the Niohiren sect and wasf l>igot- 
ed in chanting pisayer of Nahumyohorengekyd. , Before /breakfast indthefmor- . 
ning and before going to bed At night, he .used to repeat the prayer abbtrtt 
-*fiwe«hundred>to&oneiibhou8iumij^times:at.-leA8t^v^^^^^ 
a wooden statue of Eato Kiyomasa in front of a picture of Nlchireh^at 

t>^i^.time, and my father chanted prayer before the statue. TTnle’ss his 

.? ’ . ' ' ' ^ ' ■■■•■ n 

f prayer .was finished, we could neither eat breakfast and go to bed.^^As 

I was grown up in such circumstances, I was given .my parents' deep re- 

' ' . ; . " \ ■ ■ ' • . ; ■■ 

ligi^.ous influence and was naturally given^the confidence that I would 

be able to overcome any pains and difficulties. 

The prayer of “Namumyohorengekyo" (Glory td^he Sutra of the Lotus 
of the Supreme Law!) is a phrase of the Sutra of the Lotus. The Sutra 
of the Lotus has 28 volumes' and is the last lecture of Buddha. The last 
lecture of the Mahayama Sutras is the Sutra of the Lotus. The 25th vol- 
ume of the Sutra of the Lotus is the Sutra of Avalokitesvara idiich begins 
With prose. Sutras usually have ordinary sutras in their beginnings and 

, o , • ■ - I 

have refrains in verse at the end. .Although my father did not read the 

' . J 0 ■ 

foregoing sutra, but I remember that he wasArepeatedly reading the last 

't ' 

part of the Sutra of^ Avalokitesvara very often. 
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: -ija,t(er I went to Tolcyo to study and %sed to write to aiy parent's once 
in every moiit&^^^Boweverj being so relij^pug, ray parents did not open'my 

i : ... . ‘ - j// ^ 

letter iraraediate^' W afiier prp3^^ for ny' luck at a village slirine, they 
= opened my Ittter idth thanics to God. Even" idien I returned to my homej, 
they did not* l^ediateiy talk to me, but'after praj^ng for me'^ and chjMitr 

h ■ / '■ ■ / . • h ' V j'. 

ing Najnrayohoreiigekyo,. they opened t^eii^ mouth. There was a .<|i8tance of .. 



.about sd'ven miles between house emdlJeda Station. Whehei't^ivheave 

.. - 7 . . ■■ ; •: . 7/ ■ ■ ^ ; 

my house, ray parents used to stand at the gate and gaze after me, until 
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I was out of their sight ; 



J/t 



'O' ..... ' ■ . 

As cl was under the inflhencetof > such religious and/ sincere parents 

.... ... i.. \ ."■ . k..’...,,.. ...... 4 'i ... .. . . . ....... 



"-"w; 

in my boyhood> I g§€ confldence^that I would be able.c^6 win every dif- 

.. ■ . ■ ■ '.. . .' C ■ ' ' 

ficulty hy chanting the prayer of Nammyohorengelqro and gained a rellgi- 
.oust^onfidence, "All is vanity", that is to say, to sacrifice one's own 
‘self for 6€fi^W With this confidence, I have lived for seventy years. 
Today,7i have a 'deep sense of .gratitude to isy paredts. 



7 ' 
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Qraduated from the Matsumoto Middle School, I wps at, a loss lAere 
to go. At that time, a. sum of twenty yen was quite enough for a schoei- 

life fniTakpiontb in Tokyo. However, the econondc condition Of my house 

• , / ; ; < .. ' ^ 

could not affort even twenty yen for me to study 'in' Tokyo at that time. ; 
Accordingly^ as mentioned already, I became an assistant teacher of an 
elementary school of my village for a while, but during the suinner vaca- 
tion of the same year, — I remember it was 21 Jxaly 1901 — ^ I went to 
Tokyo for purpose of study and settled myself at a lodging at Yushima- 
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iTenjln-«ho, Kongo, tbtogighothe good offices of .lfr. Koda,' fbmer 
dent of the Matsue High School'. On the ^veiy day^bf,^ arrival at ^he 
lodging, I heard a mah'shohtutJBxtra, extra!" Being a country boy, , 
could not understand vioat it was. R_eadi^ the extra, I kne^ that 
Torn was assfssinated by IBA’ Sqtaro at the! ToKyo City Ajssembiy^dJ., Ill 

* ■ • a 

^8 deeply impressed Iby the news, as it was' the; first’ day bf my life ^ 
Tol^. , ''' 



After a week since then, I, took an entrance examination of the Hi- 

... ^ 1. ■■■ ■■ .. A 

totsubashi^Hi^er Commericial School, the predecessor of the present 
Bitotsubashi University, but I failed in the exaMnation on account of 
niy'';ppor knowledge of English. Sittllig on a bench at a pond ne^ar Eudan^ 
!(.^considered idiat to do all' day, but got no idja. Then, I returned to 
Aoklmura and became £ui asslttant teacher again. In the following ^ar 
the Totyo Higher Normal School opened registration before all others. 

As the students of the school could study at, government expense, I Im- 
mediately applied for an entrance examination and fortunatoliy I was 
admitted. Therefore, I resigned as assistant teacher, and entered the 
course of Ei^lish Mterature'of the highai normal bohboi. At that tiro, 
the president of the ’ school=wa6=i4r^ KANO H^rugoro and he lectured f6r\ua 
once in a week. Bho^agOhisbiiubouiar arms, Mr .' KANB used to say, "You_^ 



must have unyielding spirit, Whenevei^ou may be confronted with dif- 
ficulties, you must think that thereiis nothing you cah hot accomplish.^" 









His assertion is still strongly remaining in my mind. 

Graduating from the higher normal school, I became anteaghABhof 
English at a municipal commercial school Of yokkaichi. Although, ori- 
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glTially> I had mcH interest e^ the actxiiaQ, 

school^ bueihsse diBappointad seemed that the teachers of the 

school, including the school principal, lacked enthusiasm. Accordingly, 
vie. felt I had to graduate fr on a university and to: tackle with the w6rld.: 
With such a resolution^ I quit the' commercial S(*6ql at Xokkaichi ; 
April or May- of the folioidng yegff andpeirfcer of 

tiiS political Couirse of the !ToWyo) 3^ University in Septeni^ 
the sane year and took a grad^tio^^l^caiDiiiatlon of the 
in October.' Thsrgraduatloh-exaiid^ a- difficult one> and 1 still 



fepember that X got" great pains on account of heavy gyt^stics. However 
I festunately paSsed thei exaininatioh i^^ ehte^dllhe" 

'bourse of thie law Pepartment of the Tokyo Inqpeil^ However, 

soon 1 Jtod troubles of-school es^enses. $o,^I went to e^iKoMr. Eano*s 
op&nion, and he fledadme a tutor qf Baron TOMTl? . Masaaki ' s son, but at the 
sane tine with the son's entry into the Second High School, I, could neither 
teach him not stay at his house. As the result, Beuron TOMII made me a 
tutor of Mr."' KATO Takaaki's son, Atsutaro. Thus, I lodged with the KATO 

O ■ ’ ■ . ‘ ■ 

' ' 0 • 

family and won my daily bread and school e:q)ense8* ' 



On account of good offices of Mr, TCttCEI Masaaki and ^t:. 1^0 Ta^ 
aki, I could graduate from the Law Department of the Totyo Impeili^ Inl^ 
versity in 1911. As I Had wasted several years as/teacher before, I was 
four years older than my classmates and I was 29 yeeirs oldl at that tine. 
Among my classmatesy there were SHIGEMTSU Mamoru, ASHIDA Hltoshi, liSHI- 
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' ZAKA raizo> SHORIKI liatsutaro, OQASAVARA Sankuro^^I^SIKarO Manabu, KI- 
MpEA Tokotaro, MIIAKE Masataro, KAWAKA^II Koichi, MAKINO liyozo, TANABS^ 
I^tamaru, TSOKAMOPO Toraji, and SHIN0HARA:Michi6, etc. 

In the same year of my gradation from the univereity, I succeeded 
in the higher civil service examination and entered the Agrieulture-ConH' - 
merce Ministry owing to' Mr. KATO Takaaki's good offices. I was to; be- 
come a factory-superintendent after the enforcement of the fhctozy Law^ .. 
However, as soon as the YAMAMOTO Gonbel Cabinet appeared, the ti^t-fl- o 
nancing policy was adopted in every., field and the enfotceiriant of t^^ 
Factoiy Lav was postponed for the oomin^three years on acoount of the 
adMnistrative adjustment. I had to a i^or ofHol^ Iot 

three yea^s However, I was t^ioed to enter the l^tleo^ Railway ito- 

thority. It^i«8 in 1913. As Mr. KATO telephoned to Mr. IDKAJl Takeji- 
ro, first Railway Minister, I met NAKAGAHA Shoza, then Personnel Af- 
fair Section head, and I entered the National Railway Authority. Since 





then, I worked at the National Railway Authoritj^i; f dr nine years. Accord- 

• i; 

ii^ly, including the period of one year in the Aigriculture-Commerce Mini- 
stiy, I "served for a total of ten years as a government official. 

In 24 Feb, 1912, the previous year I entered the National Railway 
' Authority, I married GOTO Machiyo, the first daughter of Mr. KDME Tand- 

nosuke who was a doctor of engineering thrOu^ the good offices of Mr. 

■ ■ ■ ■ '■ ■■■■ ■ '■ ■ ■ < 

FURUICHl Kimitake, doctor of engineering, and I, chaiiged ny'namd.GKDTO, I 

was thirty years old at that time. GOTO was the name, of M^. KU]^ Taml- 
nosuke’f. mother's fonnef name, and marrying me, Machiyo revived the once 



. . ■ ■ ' o 

discontinued GOTO family. It was a kind of coriditional marriage. 
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While I was in the service of " the National tRailwa 7 i Authority, Mr , 
NAKANISHI Seiiohi was the head of the documents and ard^ieves section 
and I was under him for a month, but as he became the diredtor’ of, the 
^ Superintendent' Bureau^ I also moved to the Superintendent Bureau and I. 

' • . - . .. O' 

bedame a higher official as the vice-counseldr of , the general af^^s 

section. In the Stqperin^^ndent Bureau, SiT^ Sango was the head of 

'■! ' . ■ . ... 

the general affairs section, .MURAI Jirokidhi Was the head of; the bust- . 
ness seotion,^^nd under him there wks KIIASDrKenjiro. Later the HAEtA 

. . ■ o' » ' " . ■ I . ■ \ 

Cabinet came into bein| and lir. NOBA DaikAi became the Minister of Cot- ^ 
munidations. At that time' I thought that these persons' remednlng in . 

young: officials, ''and I conferred with Mr. KIX&SIT. As the result, thrbu^ 
the efforts of Mr. OKANb Keijiro Jand Mr'^ FURUICHI EiMtake,,' finally, Mr. 
NAKANISHI becaiM the vice-minister of the Mnistry of Cpmmunis^tions^ 

C 4 f ^ 

Mr. SATAKE became the. director of 'the Superintendent Bureau, MlAStT 

6' A ' ..' 

the head of the business section and ihbecaioe the head of the business 
section. However, a^-J was a higher official of the seventh ^grade, I 
was an acting-chief of the section. Howftver, I was dissatisfied withg 
the title of "acting^ . Accordingly, I used to cross but the letter ' 
"acting" of title of "Acting Chief" written on ’circular 'bills every 
time, and turned the biHs to the senior officials;. I expected that 
they would notice ny dissatisfaction about "acting". Actu5illy, Vice- 



.•b 



Minister ISHH-IAHU Shigeyoshi noticed it and formally cancelled the title 

of "acting chief" and I became a chief of at section. 

■ . . 

Thus, I was in gbsemment service for nine years' and during the 
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times I served as a sedtion head for aeF^ar and half> and in order to 
take office as an executive director of the Musashi ELectrlc 9ailway 
Comply, 1 ^ quit the National Railway Authority on 11 May, '1920. Usual- 
ly government officios have to assidiously work iii'i o^ices during their 
most active period hut have to leave their offices when they- are thOTOu^- 
ly acquainted ^th their tasks, ih ooispai^ihon with <the , business ^c 
'Ih'^^^ich people cain thoroughly devote tbsmeelves \dth tiCeir whole livCs, 
the life in government serirloe is really monotoncnie. is the C<Ki- 

elusion' of lay ej^jerlence in goveinniept ■ years. 






ii 



Just at that timf, Baroh GOU Seinosi;^p:;^:6 bsihg buhily. Staged in . 






the inanagenent of the Musashi EleotrlU Rail)^ ^e predecessor of 

the later Toyoko Electric I^dlway (fo. Althou^ t^ cdnpany was estab- 
lished in 1910 and had a franchise ri'^t; of , a railway between Hibiya, 
Tokyo ,= to Hlrahumabashi Totohai^ the company had no sufficient funds 
for its establishment and i/a 8 worrying. In 1920, Mr. GOO mjdertook the 
ednpany and became the president of the conQJany. He wanted to have an 
expert executive director for the construction of the conpany and he con- 
fered with Vice-Minister ISHIMARU of the Railway Authority. Then, Vice 
Minister ISHIMARU told him, "Novf we have a THannpamad GOTO, Kelta as the 
chief of the general affairs section of the Superintendent Bureau. He. : 
is a funny man^ and being dissatisfied with the title of an ^acting chief** 
he used to cross out the ietter of **acting'* on circular biUs.** GOU 

had an interest in me and wanted me as the executive director of the com-- 
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pany. As I was about tired of government service at that time, I lmnedi~ 
ateiy took office as t^e executive director of tbe Musasbi Bleotric Railr 
. way Ool , 

^.Casually ; old Ifr. SHIBUSAWA Eiichi came back from his inspection , tour 
■ ' ' . . " - '' • ■ . ' • . ■ ■ ■ '' 

in Europe and America, and he wanted to form healthy rural -cities and i^esi- 

deihces* ^Spying wide lauids in<' Dehehchofu and Senzoku, he obtained the 
licence for the establlZhement dCr a railv^ biStween Meguro And'Taiiagawa. 
!pxus, the Ebara Electric Railway Company was originated but as the staffs 
were all amateurs, they wargofealla^ managing the company. 

- Than,' old Mr; SHlBaSAWA ' consul'Ud Mr.. YANO Tsuneta of the Daiiohi 
Life Insurance Co., idio was a large shareholder, biit lAKO Was also an 
amateur in railway nanagemeixt. Then, Mr. WASA Toyoji of the sane Saili^ 
S^imei (life insurance oo.) said that Mr. KOBAIA^I Icbizo would be suir' 
table for railway ipanagement>. ’ Therefore , Mr4 'ylANO went .to Osaka and met 
Mr. KCBAIASHI. . However, as Mr. KOBATASirr was so busy at that time that 
he^ reconmended me to Mr. YANO. After one or two days I was introduced to 

Mr. YANO, by mM KCBAIASHI at the Nihonbashi Club for the first, time and 

■ . ^ ^ ' ■ ■ • ' ■ ■■ 

took office as, the managlhg director of the Ebara Electric R^lvay Cc^ 
p uny . At the juncture, Mr, KCBAIASHI told me, "How you Are trying to 
construct the Musashl Electric Railway Co. together .with Mr, GOB, but 
it is not an easy task. Ybu had better construc^^She Ebara Electric Rail— ; 
way Company fast, because If the rureil city plan is enforced, the vast 
lands in Denenciiofa and Seiizoku will be all sold. If the. Ebara Electric ' 
Railway is successful, you had better construct the Musashi Railway with 
the money obtained from the lands.** I agreed with Mr. KOBAIA'SHI’b opinion 
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and made :up my mind. Changing the name pf the Ebara Electric Railway 

Co. into the Meguro-Kamata Electric Railway Co., Immediately I set my- 

, self to the construction of the company. This , Meguro-Kamata Electric 
■' later" ,, , 

Railway/merged the Toyoko Electric Railway Co. >in 1^39 and became the 
mother-body of the present Tokyo Express Railway Co.^ ^ ; 

In Noyaiaber 1922, : the Meguro-Kamata Railway Co. opened the idiole > 

'■ '■ ‘ *■’ ' •' i'' 

railway between Heguro and Kamata. As it was immediately after the 
great Kanto earthquake, the. people whose houses were burnt by the cal- 
amity moyed to the areas along the Ke-Kama: Railway^ and the achievementc 
of the company became extremely successful. Accordingly, with the money 



,, obtained, by the Me-Kama Railway Cov, I bought up the ttajSrity'bf^t^^ 
stocks of the Musashi Electric Railway. Co. and hied the company under ^ 
o our influence, and changing, the name into the Tokyb-Iokohama Exectric 
Railway Co,, -ve constructed the company. Thus, in March 19^, the rail- 
way between; ^ibuya and Sakuragicho was opened. 

However, being confronted with the extreme depression of financial 
^ circles early in the Shows era, I experienced great pains so often that 

.P, ■ /* , ' ** ■ - ' ■ 

‘ I sometimes thought of suicide. Sometimes we could not pay for the com- 
pany workers, , and though ^ we triec^tp borrow; one hundred thousEUid yen, all 
Insurance companies refused to .^4nd iaoaay and I discouragedly walked the 
Hibijna Park together ^HIBUSAWA Hideb in the rain. . IMry branch 

of trees made me feel like hanging myself. However, how I think that the 

V . r 

• ' " : • -V ^ i 

difficulties were the problem of confidence and patience. At that time 

,, : C ’ 

I constructed a principle of Immediate estiiBate and settlement, and in- 
Bplijed all workers of the company with this principle, I still keep 
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thij|'^.|)rinclple as philosophy of business management. 3elng unyiiiaing 
and patient, the Toyokp Electric Railway Company could win the present 
prosperity. ■ 



As mentioned abo7e, I could graduate from a university though, the 
-assietanoes of Mr. TOMII Masaaki and Mr. KATOvTaloaald.. However, their 
influences were really great both materi-alistioally and mentally; 

TOMII was grown np in IVanoe and was a sdiblar . of the; civil law. 
He was a man of noble, cdiaracter. Althouj^ he bad many, titles such as 
baroneige, doctor of law; and Frivy Councilor, he had no property, cmd 
this was because' of hisdofty and pure oharaoter. He was also very prii- 
debt ijTwaT^Tatly'^iliiitttSShd^^ 

TOMII died in September of 1935^ and >Mle be was in his h^d for more 
than fourty days I visited him id hospital every When the, beveaved 

family received an aid of I 30,000 from the gpvern^nt, I urged the . 
family to invest the money t^t^h’e stocks of the Meguro-Eamata Sleotrie 
lUllway Company, \diich was puying. a, -dividend of 10 per cent at that tiiM, 
because I thought it would be! effeotlpes to keep the money as bank de- 
posits* I also promised the family t^t I would pay for the diffsrenoe 
\Aien ths dividend dropped below' the level of ,10 per cent. 

i>0n the other hand, I was given an inflLuenoe of indoralnability by | 

Ibr. KATO ..Takaakl. OnceMr. KATO Vent to London as a Japanese amhassddbr ' 
in England, but was called back by 'the government and became th.e Foreign 
Minister of the SAIONJI Cabinet. However, he Strongly objected to the 
nationalization of railway and resigned his post, Accordingly, he was 
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a really indoioinable one-man and did not listen to others' opinion at 
all. Even Agriculture-Commeroe Minister , OURA ?Canetake and Superinten- 
dent-General ISAWA Takio of Mhtropolitan Foliqe used to make deep obei- 
sance to him. He never made any concession to others. Accordingly I 
was greatly influenced by his character. 

As kb:. KATO had the background of education in foreign nations^ he 
was extremely individualistic and had no human sentiment at all. If he 
had had Christian religious mind, he would have been warm-hearted, and 
kind. Accordingly, as hheepresldent of a political party, he failed 
.taking political power. For ten years he was 1^e president of the Ken- 
seik^ Party but he never bowed^to his elder statesmen. Although 'l^- 
q^s supported him, he could not take political right as his elder 

statesmen did not support him. %e number of his party members decreased 
and even WAKATSUEI Reijiro and SHQMOOEA Chuji seceded from the party. 
Only HAMAGUCHI Tidcio followed KATO to the last. However, KATO kept 
his composure, and insisted his principle. Prom a point of view, I 
think that he was a great man. ' 

In January of 1996, Mr.‘ KATO died. Just at that time, a part of a 
tunnel at Takashima-san, which was the most difficult place for the con- 
struction of the Tqyoko line, sinked and we had great troubles. Ihen, I 
was informed >h:. KATO's critical condition and immediately ran to his 

. ' •. •■..O' ' . 

residence at Kojlmachi but he. died before m^y arrival and I saw. only hie ... 
dead f^ce. '• 

I think that eniy Mr. TQMII was the only person who taught me the 
way of a man. Other persons such as KANO Harugoro, KATO Takaaki, and 







TOYCaCAWA Ryobei, all had strong characters, and even the teaching of the 
Nidiiren Sect vtoieh gave rie great influence also had a strong character. 
As I vas under such persons' influence for a long time, people often say 
that GOTO is really haughty and doe snot listen to others' opinions. 



By the way, in October of 1994, when I was 52^ years old, a mayoral 
election was. enforced in Tokyo USHIZDEA Tprati^o was elected Msgror 

of Tokyo. However, in the autdnn of tfie smw 

■ f . : ■ ■ ■ . [ , . ■ ■ ■ 

tan Aseembly was cleaned up a^d ASAEURA Torkjiro> OKANDA Gunjl,cNAKAJBlA 

, f - . V ■ " ■ . \ • 

Itoritoshi and others were put into Idiigaya Prison and a ease of great 

scandal was exposed and becas^ an issue for three years. As sootebody 
wrote a letter to the Metropolitan Police Board and informed that, the 
Ke>Kama Electric Railway Coopany badtcontributed election funds to TTSHI*- 
ZUKA Torajiro, our oonpariy was inspected and all documents were confis- 
cated by" the Metropolitan Police Board. Casually, wherf we bou^t up 

■ . ' • • ■ ^ ^ 

the ikegami Electric Railway Co*, we issued a check of? I 100,000 to - 

KAWASAKI Hajime, representative of the Kawasaki Financial Clique. Under 
the suspicion that the money was used for the mayoral election, I and 
MATSUTJRA Tlfshitaro, manager of the Megurp-K^ta Railway Coi^ 
into prison. Although we were convicted of our crime, we were. **^ven a ^ 
verdict of innocence. The. proceoutors brought the case again before ^ 
the Supreme Court, but their appeal quashed, and we hecame quite 
innocent. , 

Howeverf-no- one j-. except ;tho.sa.who.exp.erienood^ the 



pain of a life in prison for six months. It Aias -the vorst period in my 
lifetime. 

However, in such a case, the ordinary and daily culture and train- 
ing 'become effective. If airman has no courage, he will die in agony. 

In this point, I had religious confidence. Gn account of this religious 
confidence, I was rather healthy in prison. 

Throu^ the life in prison j I knew that not only intelligence and 
exercise, but also strong confidence was necessary for a. man to live oh, 
In order jto have a strong confidence, a man has to always train his own 
;wili by-reiigidnv KijGonfidencei-is-ftalso.:^^ 
his business; 

Anyway as there ms nothing to do in prison except taldng loeals 
three times in a day, I read books and spent tin«S. ^ile I was ‘devote 
ing n^self in reading in prison, ,I could gradually understand suoh/com- 
plicated book as "Saikontan”. Afecordlngly, later I published "A Pocket 
Saikontan” with notes from the Jitsugyo-no-Nippon Co. 

My lawyers were Mr. IMAMDRA Rikisaburo and Mr. MAKING Ryozo. As 
soon as I was released, my seniors, friends, and the members of my com- 

. ."'j 

pany held a great vindication party at Seiyoken Restaurant, Ueno, for 
me. Khen I arrived the place of party, there were almost three hund- 
red persons and especially NEZU Kaiohlro welcomed mS first of all. I . 
was also greeted by TOSHIMITSU Tsurumatsu, IMAMURA Rikisaburo, and OKOCHI 
l^asatoshi, etc. I took ty two sons to the party. Being quite moved by 
my friends' kindness, my voice trembled and my glasses wete wet with 
tears. 






About that time, the To 70 kp Electric Rallva 7 .Goapati 7 presented me 
f ift 7 thousand 7 en as a token of gratitude in accordance with the reso~ 
lution of the stock-holders' gener^ meetings^^, Howeyer, as I could not 
use the mone 7 for m 7 private purpose, I planned to use the mone 7 for 
an educational undertaking. Therefore, adding 1 B 7 private money of , 

y) ^ • , ' ' ■■■ . ■ ■ \ . 

120, OCX) *^n to the presented money, 1' established the Toyoko Women ! 8 
Commercial School. Originally I had enthusiasm for educational under- 
taking. Later, the Toyoko Women's Commercial School became the Founda- 
tion Tpyoko School and developed into a synthetic educational organ with 
a pres<*odi to a cpjSCege' ^th TOO s 7 fteP 

The develo^ent "of 'the echoed, make s my heart full of deepi emotiem. 

■ ■ ■ ■ . ■ /’■' • , . , ' • 

■ ■ ’• .... ff ^ • _• 

i; ' ■ '■ ^ ' 

With a purpose of offering "good things with cheap price" to the 
people living along the railway, I established the Toyoko Department 
Store in 1934* Recently, I won the old " Shir okiya Department .Store" 'v 
under my influence. However, in the spring of 1936, I tried to take 
over "Mitsukoshi" and I became a i^get of people ^s censure. The. pror- • 
cess was as follows. 

There was a man named ,}4AEXA^IA Hisakiohi in the Mitsui Bank. He was . 

the .person who transferred the stocks of the famagawa Electric Railway - 
'.tome 

Co./fpr the first time,. Before his death, he transferred. all of his 
stocks of railway coEDpanies to me. Consequently, I could \dn the Tama-’ 
gawa Electric Railway Co. the Keihin Electric Railway Co. under my 
influence. Accordingly, I had no intention of expanding my business^ 
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in other fields except railway business. However, after WpSAMA’s 
death, a man named SUZUKI Takeshi came to me and asked if I did' hot 
want the stocks of "Mitsukoshi" that KAEIAK4 had ppssessed, MAEIAM 
was a director of Mtsukoshi. Although I had notspecial interest in 
the stocks of liitsukoshi, I bought 100, CXX) stocks of Hitsukoshi. Be.* 

, cause 1 was managing the Toy<dco Department Store just at that time and 
I thought that it would be a . good idea to merge ^tsukoshi idth Toyoko 
aiid to make the Toyoko Department Store as the Shibuya Branch Store of 
Mitsukoahi. • 

Howe ver ,7 SEtsuKoMi’ i^is "tht,/str6h 

-Eeia/^^^cO^[|Sgly my senior businessmen of the Keio clique ioqplored 
Mr. IMAI Rikisaburo of the Mitsui Bank. Consequentiy. the Mitsui Bank 
stopped to fiamish funds to me. Aisthey also inqjlored Mr. KATO Takeo 
>dio.was the boss of the Keio academical clique ( I received great assis- 
tance from Mr. KATO in regard to the recent problem of Shirokiya), thej 
Mitsubishi Bank also stopped to furnish funds to me. If they had fhr- . 
nished funds to roe,. I would have taken over Mitsukoshi. They frankly 
said, "If you take over Mitsukoshi vdiich is the sole stronghold' of Keio, 
we shall: be blamed by the Keio men. Accordingly, we can not lend you 
money. " ; .■ 

Moreover, I was summoned by then Finance and Commerce Minister 
IKEDA Shigeaki and hestold me, "You ha& better, give up to merge Mitsu-° , 
koshi.' Sell the half of your possessing stocks of Mitsukoshi to the 
mutual aid association of the employees of Mitsukoshi2? Mr. KOBAYASHI 
Idhizo also urged me, "You had better give up the idea. It is almost 
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Impossible for such a rural department store as Toyoko to merge such a 
great depai^Ment store as Mitsukoshi.” I felt that .it would be disad- ■ 
yantageous for me to quarrel with such seniors, and saying, , "As far as 
railway concerned, t will not ^tve way to you. . However, as for movie 
threatres and department stores, I will give vray to you", I sold my 
stocks finally* Although t had bought each stock at t ^ and sold it 
at Y 1^, it was really regretful for me. 

By the way, at the time vdien fheas in the midst of trouble, Mr;. 

KITADA Vdib later became the. president of Mitsukoshi was the director 
of Mdtsidcosh^^ Althoi^ I often asked him for an interview, he didenever ; 
mett'me. Whenever I attended the conference of department stores and ■ 
expressed my opinions, the conference used to be deadlocked* ^eh, medi- 
ators used. io' close the conference, ^ 

In the mieantime, the problem was settled. After that, I telephon- 
ed to Mr, kiTAM on one Saturday and asked him, "I would like to see 
you once. Even if you can not act in concert vithuof, I would like to 
talk to you." He replied, "I accept your request. But as my parent is 
ill now, i must = go to Katsuyama in Chiba Prefecture. I will meet yOU' 
after that." On Sunday, Mr. KITADA went to his native place and came 
back to Tokyo on the same day.' However^ it seemed that he casually enter- 
ed a telephone booth vAien he arrived in Tokyo. Perhaps he wanted to call 
his family. Then, he suddenly dieddof apoplexy or heart failure. In 



the folloTi/ing morning, he was found dead. Then, IKEDA and the persons 
of the Keio academical clique clamored, "GOTO drove KITADA to death'% 
and I fell= in a disadvantage. Even KOBAYASHI said, "GGT9 drove KITADA 





© ■ . o ■ 

to death, because he used to nonplused KITADA for many hours at the con- 
ferences so often." After Mr. KlTADC's death, Kr. ASABUEI Tsuneklchi 
was In the post of the president of Mltsukoshi for a \dille. Later, 

IWASE Eiichiro succeeded the post. 

9 ■ : ^ _ 

For the development of the ToyOko Ifoilway Co; (soon this company 
became the Tokyo Express Railway Co.) I bou^t up the Ikegaioi Railway 
Co., the Tamagava Railway Co., the Keihin Railway Co., the^Keio Railway 
Co. and many other railway con^ahies; and won ^eim under ny influence. I 
also established new companies some times. Thus, I used to hold more 
than 120 companies seBetitees under sy influence. Sametimes I had to 
take a drastic measure such as to comer the stocks of a;Oompany. . Hdw- , 
ever, these deeds of mine were not because of my. mere business ambition 
but because I lived the workers of the Tpyoko Electric Railway.. Conq)any 
and I also wanted. to reduce costs. 

What podmoted my bad reputation of "goto Eeita" in such a situation 
.were the attempt of taking over Mlteukoshl and scrambling for the rail- 
way company. Really I had lots of troubles at that time. . 

In March of 1934, the Tokyo Rapid Transit Railway Co. was establish- 
ed. Once the Musashi Electric Railway Co, gained the licence for the es- 

' o ' . ■ . 

tablishment of anuundergnound railway between Shibuya anfl lurakucho but 
could not; materialize the establishment and lost the effect of the licen- 

^ '■ f. 

' 7; . , . ‘ 

ce. Later the Tokyo City Authority gained the licence hut it could not 
establish the underground railway on account of financial difficulty. 







However, the Q^^ura & Co. which had undertook the underground railway oon> 

, ■ . ■ 

atruction of th^ Tokyo Underground Railway Co. (A8aku6a*'>Shinba6hi) and 

0 ’ ■ „• ' . . 

had an experience of underground eailway construotlon, the loyoko £leot- 

rlc Railway Co., and the Tokyo Underground Railw^ Co. establlahed the 

Tokyo Rapid Bransit Railway Co, in order to eatahlisli the si;^>we^ between 

Shibuya and Shlnbaahl . Mr . KADONO Hhigekuro was the prealdrat, Hr. ViiEI- 

managing 

KEGHI Honare was an e x ee ativ e director, and I was an executive direol^or. 

It was a difficult task to establish this ccmpahy^ but we establi^ed the 
coo^any by some means or other and set oorselges to desi^cand survey the 
railway, ^us, we ^^resented an applioatloh to the Railway Ministry for 
a permission for the construotion of a railway l^twen i^iTO^'a^- 
bashi.’^ However, HAIAKAWA Tokuji, originator and president of the Tokyo 
Underground Railway Co. asserted> .*'The rfdl.Way between Shinbashi and 
Toranomon should be establisbed by my Tbkro Underground. Rcdlway Co. The' 
Tokyo Rapid Tre^sit Railway Go, should, establish a railway from Toranb- 
mon to Tokyo Station through Hibiya Park," and began to stron^y object 
to our anflextaking. Accordingly I and KUROKOCHI Shiro, chief engineer, 
were Summoned by than director MAEDA Minoru of the Railway Control Bureau 
and were urged to change our establihement plan. 

HowSver> I thought that the establishment of a railway wouldbbe' 
valueless unless the , establishment of a railway between ShibtQra and Tora- 
ncMon was ioposslble, and I believed that the establiehment of a railwt^ 
between Shibuya arid Toranomon. cinAccordlngly, I tried to persuade HAYAKAWA 

and the members of the Tokyo Rajjiid Transit Railway Co.; • often negotiated 

1 ; ■ ' 

with the Tokyo Underguound Railway Co,. However, HAIAXAWA never withdraw 







his assertion but rather intensified his objection. 

Therefore, I thought that there was no means but to bold the ri^t 
of management of the Tokyo Underground Railway Co. auid to expel HAXAKAVA 
from the company. Then, I paid frequent visits to Mr. ANAMIOT Kumao vtao 
was the enterpriser of the DainlK?^)n Electric Power Co. and of the Hoku- 
« den Industry .Co. and finally I could buy up 450,000 stocks of the; Tokyo ' 
Underground fieuLliray Conqpe^ that Mr. -AMMIZU had possessed. Thus, in the 
Bummer of 1939, I expelled UAJAKAUA and established thef prebent .underground 
railway." At that time, those vdio furnished funds for me were" Mr. KATO 
Takeo and Mr.. TOZAWA tos^i of the lasuda Trust Co. As BAIAKAWA was 
a>^fraduate vof -JifaBediSs M 

did not fuiMsh funds for'^^him; V 



Anyvay, 1 |xpejled HAl^AWA who bad the first originator of anum- 
deeground railway in Japan, anid-l deprived him of his undertaking. Oon- 
sequently, people synpathized With HAYAKAWA and I was sererely blAmed by ' 



the world. 
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In November of 1943» I was appointed advisor of the “Cabinet; and be-' 
ing appointed administrative Inspector of wooden vessels, I inspected the 
shipbuilding factoried all over the countxy. As wooden vessels wsre all 
requisitioned for the use the south Asian nations at that time, even 
the coastal navigation in Japan was difficult. Accordingly, the govern- 
ment planned to build wooden vessels about 500, 000^ ton every year, and 
was looking '‘for a man to carry out the plan. Although I had no ejqperi- 
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enod in the field of shipbuilding, TOJO Hideki sttahis eyes on me and 
fUJIWARA Glnjiro recommended me. 

After making en inspection tour all over the country, I came back 
to Hakbne;,. VJhen I as making a report at Gora Hotel, I was Infoinned of 
my second soli's '^ath in a battle field. I was attacked h 7 sorrow feel- 
ing. On 19 Feb. 19M/ 1 ws suddenly supnoned then Prime Minister TOJO 
and went to the Prime Minister's Official Residence immediately.! TOJO 
asked me to take office as the Transportation-Communication Minister, . 
and he said that the inauguration ceremohy would take p|iace at 9 p.m, 
of the day. ’ As it was iL sudden, I asked him for time to ma]^e :a reply 



and eaUing SHINOH^ Mii^io, managing director 'bf ' theT 



SJ.X i_. 



sit Railway Co. and EARASAWA Toshiki,. one of my friends, I confeired with 
them about the problem. I told them that I would be unable to fulfil 
the responsible roles of a Cabinet minister. 

. - • , ’ ' '/.O' 

Hweyer, fis ay friends earnestly, urged me to take office as the 
Transportation-Communication Minister, I finally made up my inlnd and 
accepted; TOJO *6 proposal. When I visited the Imi^rlal Palace on that 
iiight, ISHIWATA Sotaro .and UCHIDA Nobuya^vere also thei^e. Thus, the 
inauguration ceremony of three ministers was performed. However, aJL- 
thou^ I became a minister, I cotild not smoothly accomplish my roles as 
the Transpoitation-Conmunication Minister, on account of the ''lack of ma- 
terial and personnel under the emergency situation during the wartime. 

I experienced great difficulties at that time. However, I believe that 
it was very good that I relieved traffic in the vicinity of Hagoya - Sta- 
tion and improved the treatment of seamen, „ 
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However, ae I became the Traneportatlon-Cjcteusiieation Minister at 
that time, .1 was purged from public service for five years after the 
war, but during these periods I devoted myself in my favorite tea-ce- 
remony ^d reading old copies of sutras. ’ While I was a pur^e, I was 
accused crime of violating the purge order under the reason that I 
made a interference in the affair of the cozQJahy I had concerned. - But 
at the same time with m7 depurge, the crime became extinct autoniatical- 
ly^ and I came back to the Tokyo Bapid Txa^it Railway Company again. 
Recently I am often asked by people if ‘I haid love^affiars in the 

pasi or not. However, I have no e^pperienc^f such romantic affair. If 

. . ■ • • • - * , ■ • ■ . . , " 

I had 03(^6riance3 

b^x6ine88. ity business ambition conipletely suppressed ^ sentiiient. 
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